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Partial Translation 
[Scope of the Claims] 
[Claim 1] 

A method for acquiring information among a plurality of servers in a workflow 
system composed of a plurality of servers connected via a network and a plurality of 
clients, wherein a stage defining a work to be done in a plan defining a workflow is 
taken over from a server to another server, 

characterized in that said stage in said plan is defined as a cooperation stage 
representing a cooperation processing in a client, and said cooperation stage is 
located as a cooperation task on a server executing the cooperation processing. 
[Claim 2] 

A method for acquiring information among a plurality of servers in a workflow 
system composed of a plurality of servers, a plurality of clients, and one history 
server, wherein said plurality of servers are connected via a network, and a process 
calls for said plurality of servers, 

characterized in that, when cooperation information upon process transfer from 
a source server in a process is extracted, history information of said source server is 
collectively acquired and stored in a history storing server. 
[Claim 3] 

A method for acquiring information among a plurality of servers in a workflow 
system composed of a plurality of servers connected via a network and a plurality of 
clients, wherein a task as a work to be done in a process derived from a plan 
defining a workflow is taken over from a server to another server, 

characterized in that when a cooperation task is located on a server executing 
the cooperation processing, plan information and process information are transferred 
from a source server to a destination server to transfer the control, and 
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in the destination server a new process is generated from the plan information 
and the process information, and a current task to be the beginning of processing is 
transferred next to the cooperation task, and 

destination server information generated upon generation of said new process is 
stored in a history storing server, and 

[inking information between said source server and said destination server is 
stored. 
[Claim 4] 

The method for acquiring information among a plurality of servers in a workflow 
system according to claim 3, wherein, in said destination server, a server name and 
a derived process identifier generated upon generation of the new process are 
transferred as the server information to the history storing server. 
[Claim 5] 

A method for acquiring information among a plurality of servers in a workflow 
system composed of a plurality of servers, a plurality of clients, and one history 
server, wherein said plurality of servers are connected via a network, and a process 
calls for said plurality of servers, 

characterized in that, in a server wherein a cooperation termination task is 
located, said cooperation termination task is executed upon termination of said 
process, and 

triggered by the execution of the cooperation termination task, history 
information in the server wherein the cooperation termination processing is executed 
is stored in a history storing server. 
[Claim 6] 

The method for acquiring information among a plurality of servers in a workflow 
system according to claim 2 or 3, comprising: 

upon issue of a demand for history from the client, connecting to a server in 
process operation based on the stored history information stored in the history 
storing server and the link between the source server and the destination server, 

merging history information acquired from the server in process operation and 
the stored history information, and 

providing the merged history information to the client which issued said demand 
for history. 
[Claim 7] 

A method for acquiring information among a plurality of servers in a workflow 
system composed of a plurality of servers connected via a network and a plurality of 
clients, wherein a stage defining a work to be done in a plan defining a workflow is 
taken over from a server to another server, 

characterized in that said client has plan setting means for defining the stage in 
the plan as a cooperation stage representing cooperation, and 
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said server has cooperation task locating means for locating the cooperation 
stage defined in the plan setting means as a task on a server executing the 
cooperation as a cooperation task. 
[Claim 8] 

A system for acquiring information among a plurality of servers in a workflow 
system wherein workflow information is communicated among a plurality of servers 
connected via a network, one history server, and a plurality of clients, 

characterized in that each of said servers has cooperation information 
transferring means for extracting cooperation information for transferring a task to a 
destination server in a process of the workflow, and collectively transferring the 
cooperation information to the destination server, and collective history transferring 
means for collectively acquiring history information of the source server for each task 
upon extraction of the cooperation information by the cooperation information 
transferring means, and transferring the history information to a history storing server, 
and 

said history server has means for storing the history information collectively 
transferred from the server in history information storing means, 
[Claim 9] 

The system for acquiring information among a plurality of servers in a workflow 
system according to claim 8, wherein said cooperation information includes plan 
information undisturbed by specification of the server, and process information 
modified to the specification of the server based on the plan information. 
[Claim 10] 

A system for acquiring information among a plurality of servers in a workflow 
system wherein workflow information is communicated among a plurality of servers 
connected via a network, one history server, and a plurality of clients, 

characterized in that each of said servers comprises: 

cooperation information transferring means for extracting cooperation 
information for transferring a task to a destination server in a process of a workflow, 
and transferring the task to the destination server, 

process generating means for generating a new process based on the 
cooperation information when execution of a process is transferred to the destination 
server, 

leading task designating means for designating the next task as a current task 
according to the cooperation information, and 

destination server information transferring means for transferring information of 
the destination server where said new process is generated, to the history server. 
[Claim 11] 

The system for acquiring information among a plurality of servers in a workflow 
system according to claim 10, wherein said destination server information 
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transferring means comprises, as the server information, the name of the server 
which generated the new process, and a process identifier. 
[Claim 12] 

A system for acquiring information among a plurality of servers in a workflow 
system wherein workflow information is communicated among a plurality of servers 
connected via a network, one history server, and a plurality of clients, 

characterized in that each of said servers comprises: 

cooperation termination processing means for executing a task representing 
termination of cooperation upon termination of a process in a process of a workflow, 
and 

cooperation termination information transferring means for collectively 
transferring history information of each task in a server to the history server, 
triggered by the termination of the cooperation termination processing means. 
[Claim 13] 

A system for acquiring information among a plurality of servers in a workflow 
system wherein workflow information is communicated among a plurality of servers 
connected via a network, one history server, and a plurality of clients, 

characterized in that each of said clients comprises history demanding means 
for issuing demand for acquiring history of a process to the history server, and 

each of said servers comprises: 

stored history acquiring means for receiving the demand for history from the 
client and acquiring history information stored in the history storing server, 

dynamic history acquiring means for connecting to a server in process operation 
according to the link between the source server and the destination server of the 
task to be executed, and acquiring the history information, 

history merging means for merging the history information acquired by the 
stored history acquiring means and the dynamic history acquiring means, and 

history information providing means for providing the merged history information 
to the client which issued the demand for history. 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

Fig. 1 is a diagram for explaining the general processing according to the 
present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a system chart according to the present invention. 

Fig. 3 is a flow chart of the operation of the cooperation processing section of 
the server according to the present invention. 

Fig. 4 is a flow chart of the operation of the history transmitting section of the 
server according to the present invention. 
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Fig. 5 is a flow chart of the operation of the cooperation information receiving 
section of the server according to the present invention. 

Fig. 6 is a flow chart of the operation of the cooperation information transmitting 
section of the server according to the present invention. 

Fig. 7 is a flow chart of the operation of the cooperation termination processing 
section of the server according to the present invention. 

Fig. 8 is a flow chart of the operation of the history server according to the 
present invention. 

Fig. 9 is a diagram for explaining how the history information is provided from 
the history server to the client demanding to acquire the information according to the 
present invention. 

Fig. 1 0 is a flow chart of the processing for providing history information 
according to the present invention. 

Fig. 11 is an example of plan information according to an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 12 is an example of process information according to an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 1 3 is a diagram showing the outline of the work system. 

Fig. 14 is a system chart of a conventional workflow system. 

Fig. 15 is a system chart of a conventional workflow system including a plurality 
of servers. 
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SYSTEM 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To execute sure linking processing by 
setting a position on a process for performing the link processing as a 
link stage between the servers of moving source and moving destination 
when a process based on a plan generated by a client is spread over 
plural servers, 

SOLUTION: Plural servers 100A-100C, one history server 200 and plural 
clients 400A-400C are connected through networks 300A and 300B. In 
this case, the history server 200 can have a function as a work flow 
server as well. Between the plural servers in the work flow system, 
information acquiring processing is performed for succeeding the stage 
of job to be performed in a plan defining the flow of job between the 
servers. In this case, the stage on the plan is defined as the link stage 
expressing link processing at a certain client, and the link stage is 
arranged as a link task on the server to perform the link processing. 
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